
Contents of the Tarot

There are 78 cards in the modern Tarot deck. These consist of the 22 trumps, 16 court cards, and 40 
numbered cards. The trumps are referred to as the Major Arcana – which means 'Greater Mysteries' – 
and the court cards and numbered cards together are referred to as the Minor Arcana, which means 
'Lesser Mysteries'. 

The Minor Arcana are further divided into four suits: Wands, Cups, Swords, and Disks. So, for 
example, the suit of Swords contains its own set of the numbers one through ten, and one of each of the
court cards Knight, Queen, Prince, and Princess.

The Qabalah

The structure of the Tarot is based on the Qabalah, specifically the Tree of Life. The Tree of Life 
contains 10 Sephiroth and 22 Paths. 'Sephiroth' is the Hebrew word for 'numbers' (the singular is 
Sephira), and refer to emanations of deity as expressed through the numbers 1 through 10. The Paths 
correspond to (or are associated with) the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Here is a diagram of the Tree 
of Life.



Sephiroth

The Sephiroth are the circles and are marked with the number to which they correspond as well as the 
planet, English transliteration of their Hebrew name, and an English transliteration of their Hebrew 
name. 

For example the 7th Sephira is called Netzach, which means Victory and corresponds to the planet 
Venus.

Paths

The Paths are the lines connecting the Sephiroth. The Paths are marked with their Hebrew letter, the 
number of their Tarot trump, and the element, planet, or zodiacal sign to which they correspond. Below 
is a more convenient chart of the Hebrew alphabet and some basic correspondences.

Hebrew Letter Name of 
Letter

English 
Translation

Number Planet, 
Element, Sign

Tarot Trump

א Aleph Ox 1 🜁 (Air) The Fool

ב Beth House 2 ☿ (Mercury) The Magician

ג Gimel Camel 3 ☽ (Moon) The Priestess

ד Daleth Door 4 ♀ (Venus) The Empress

ה Heh Window 5 ♒ (Aquarius) The Star

ו Vav Nail 6 ♉ (Taurus) The Hierophant

ז Zain Sword 7 ♊ (Gemini) The Lovers

ח Cheth Fence 8 ♋ (Cancer) The Chariot

ט Teth Serpent 9 ♌ (Leo) Lust

י Yod Hand 10 ♍ (Virgo) The Hermit

כ Kaph Palm 20 ♃ (Jupiter) Wheel of 
Fortune

ל Lamed Ox Goad 30 ♎ (Libra) Adjustment

מ Mem Water 40 � (Water) The Hanged 
Man

נ Nun Fish 50 ♏ (Scorpio) Death

ס Samekh Prop 60 ♐ 
(Sagitarrius)

Art



ע A'yin Eye 70 ♑ (Capricorn) The Devil

פ Peh Mouth 80 ♂ (Mars) The Tower

צ Tzaddi Fish-Hook 90 ♈ (Aries) The Emperor

ק Qoph Back of Head 100 ♓ (Pisces) The Moon

ר Resh Head 200 ☉ (Sun) The Sun

ש Shin Tooth 300 🜂 (Fire)
✳ (Spirit)

The Aeon

ת Tav Mark 400 ♄ (Saturn)
🜃 (Earth)

The Universe

Tetragrammaton - יהוה

Tetragrammaton means “four lettered” in Greek, and refers to a specific Hebrew name for God. The 
name is shown above (please note that Hebrew is read from left to right) and the letters of the name and
some of its correspondences are listed in the following chart. 

Letter of the Name Element Tarot Suit Court Cards

י 🜂 Wands Knights

ה � Cups Queens

ו 🜁 Swords Princes

ה 🜃 Disks Princesses

Also, note that the second and fourth letters are both ה, but they mean different things in the different 
places.

The Tetragrammaton and its correspondences can help us understand the court cards and the numbered 
cards. For instance the Prince of Swords represents the airy part of Earth, and the Four of Wands 
represents the firey aspect of the number four, and all that represents.

Correspondences

The idea of “correspondences” has been somewhat glossed over above, but all that it means is that 
certain things and ideas are associated with each other. For instance the number five is associated with 
the planet Mars, with the color red, and with the idea of Strength. A given idea may have many 
correspondences which may be used to better understand that idea.



Suggested Reading

Aleister Crowley, The Book of Thoth 
Aleister Crowley, 777 and Other Qabalistic Writings of Aleister Crowley 

Ways to Study

• Practice drawing out the Tree of Life and placing different correspondences on it.

• Look at a card in your Tarot deck (it doesn't have to be the Thoth deck) and look up its 
correspondences. Think about what those correspondences mean in the context of that card and 
why they're related.

• Check out http://lapis-mercurii.org/qbl - you can click on a Path or Sephira to see the associated
Tarot cards and some correspondences.

http://lapis-mercurii.org/qbl

